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NY SENATORS SCHUMER, CLINTON AND REP. TIM BISHOP 

CALL ON FERC CHAIRMAN KELLIHER’S RECUSAL FROM ALL 

BROADWATER BUSINESS  

WASHINGTON, DC – New York Senators Charles Schumer and Hillary Clinton, and Long Island 
Representative Tim Bishop, called on Federal Energy Regulatory Chairman Joseph Kelliher to recuse 
himself from all matters related to Broadwater Energy, a controversial liquefied natural gas (LNG) 
proposal to be sited in the Long Island Sound, on the basis of Kelliher’s past employment with 
LeBoeuf, Lamb, Greene & MacRae.  Broadwater Energy has retained LeBoeuf, Lamb, Greene & 
MacRae as Counsel for Broadwater’s application before the FERC.  Although Senators Schumer, 
Clinton and Represenative Bishop make no claim of impropriety, they request the Chairman's recusal 
to avoid the appearance of any possible conflict of interest. 

“The significance of the impact that Broadwater would have on the safety and environment of the 
Long Island Sound cannot be understated and the people of Long Island need to know that there is 
not even a chance that other considerations may be involved in FERC’s decision-making process,” 
Schumer said. “To avoid even the appearance of a conflict on this important decision, I think recusing 
himself from any decisions related to Broadwater is the wisest course of action for Chairman Kelliher. 
It is vital that the public have confidence in the decisions rendered by federal agencies.”  

"The Broadwater project has enormous implications for the future of Long Island Sound, and the 
FERC review should be free of any appearance of a conflict of interest. I hope that the Chairman will 
recuse himself from this decision," stated Clinton.  

““It is imperative that we ensure that the process of siting a nearly quarter-mile long floating terminal 
in an environmentally sensitive area be as free as possible of any potential conflict,” Bishop stated. 
“Although I commend Mr. Kelliher’s service to the FERC, I want to make sure that the public’s 
interest is served, not the special interests.” 

Chairman Kelliher was appointed by President George W. Bush to a Republican seat on the FERC in 
November 2003.  He was designated Chairman of the FERC in July 2005.  According to his FERC 
biography, Kelliher was Of Counsel with the law firm of LeBoeuf, Lamb, Greene & MacRae after five 
years as Majority Counsel to the House Committee on Commerce ending in 2000 and before his 
serving on the Bush/Cheney Presidential Transition Team. 

 The FERC is comprised of five members appointed by the President and confirmed by the Senate of 
who no more than three may be of the same political party. Currently, there are only three seated 
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members of the FERC, including Chairman Joseph T. Kelliher (R), Commissioner Nora Mead 
Brownell (R) and Commissioner Suedeen G. Kelly (D).  Commissioner Nora Mead Brownell’s term 
expires June 2006.  There is no established timeframe to replace vacancies.   

Broadwater Energy, a joint-venture between TransCanada Pipeline and Shell, propose to site a 
floating LNG terminal approximately nine miles off of the north shore of Long Island, and eleven 
miles from the south shore of Connecticut.  Broadwater states that the floating barge will be 
approximately the size of the Queen Mary 2.  
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